
 

 Manchester Breast Screening Programme  

Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter from the Manchester Screening Programme.  We are one of 

the largest screening programmes in the UK and are based at the Nightingale Centre at Wythenshawe 

Hospital in Manchester. 

What is breast screening? (Mammogram) 

A mammogram is an x-ray examination of the breasts and is a method of finding breast cancer at a very 

early stage.  

Who is Invited? 

All women between 50 and 71 years who are registered with a GP are eligible for screening. A list is 

compiled from GP records, so it is important to make sure your details are correct. 

The invitation is sent out automatically, so there is no need to phone and make your own appointment. All 

women will receive an invitation for a mammogram when they turn 50. 

Cancer Screening Improvement Leads (CSILs) 

Greater Manchester Screening Unit has two Cancer Screening Improvement Leads (CSILs) :  

Nabila Farooq               Faiza Chaudhri   

The role of the CSILs is to support GP Practices and Primary Care in increasing the uptake of women who 

are eligible for breast screening. Not all women attend their screening appointments and there are several 

reasons for this.  The CSILs work closely with GP practices and their staff; Locality Cancer Managers, 

Primary Care Networks and Leads to look at reasons why women do not attend their screening 

appointments.  As a practice if you would like to get in touch with them to look at your uptake for breast 

screening you can contact them on: 

Nabila.farooq@mft.nhs.uk                    Faiza.chaudhri@mft.nhs.uk 

 

Featured Article 

  

Hi, I am Suzanne Russell, and I work for Oldham North Primary Care Network as Digital Transformation 

Lead. Over the last two years we have organised 4 Cancer Awareness sessions for patients in Shaw and 

Royton, to help to raise the importance of being aware of cancer symptoms and what to look out for. 

Cancer Services that provide support and awareness to people affected by cancer were invited to the 
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awareness raising events. We provided a safe area for the patients to talk about any concerns they may 

have with refreshments made available.  At our Royton event we had a clinician present from Oak Gables 

to support patients and visitors with any questions or queries they may have had.  

Following on from these sessions with Nabila Farooq (CSIL) from the Breast Screening Service we had 2 

further sessions specifically for breast cancer: signs and symptoms and breast screening.  These sessions 

were specifically to educate women on how to check themselves but also to raise the importance of breast 

screening. Leaflets from several organisations were made available to those attending the sessions so that 

they could take them away and read in their own time.  

The findings from these sessions were that women over the age of 71years old were not aware that they 

could still attend for breast screening or did not know how and where to make an appointment. A lot of 

women were not sure about the importance of breast screening, some thought you only went for screening 

once diagnosed with breast cancer.  Another area of learning was for people with learning and physical 

disabilities and the importance for them to check themselves and if possible, to attend their screening 

appointments.  Sign-posting to other organisations was equally important especially if we did not have the 

aners to their questions. 

Mobile Screening Unit – Longsight Asda 

   

Currently one of our Mobile Breast Screening units is at Asda Longsight – this is where we are inviting 

women from surrounding GP Practices who are due for their screening to attend for their appointments. 

We are having an Open Day on 2nd July 2025 from 10.00am – 3.00pm for any ladies who wish to come 

and have a look around the mobile screening unit and to ask any questions in relation to having breast 

screening.  Even though the Open day is at Longsight Asda women from other areas and localities can 

attend.  Please note we will not be carrying out any mammograms on the day but women who are eligible 

or who have missed an appointment can contact the screening unit to book an appointment. 

Save the Date: Last year we invited everyone to attend the Nightingale Centre to understand what 

happens behind the scenes when women are invited for breast screening, have a look around a mobile 

screening.  The event was very successful, and we have organised another event this year again on 

Thursday 9th October 2025 for all GP Practice staff, PCN Leads, Cancer Care Coordinators and Allied 

Health Professionals who work in breast screening.  Please save the date in your diaries, this will be in 

the evening. 

Contact Information 

If you have any stories you would like to share in our newsletter or to be part of our newsletter please get in 

touch by emailing me on:  Nabila.farooq@mft.nhs.uk      

To contact the Manchester Breast Screening Unit details are as follows: 

Telephone Number: 0161 291 4444 

Email: bsapts@mft.nhs.uk 
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